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can be accepted for all and any purpose as the sole and exclusive representative
of his subjects, then why should not be the Secretary of State for India be similarly
accepted as the representative of the British Indian subjects ? For in that officer
are vested all the powers and authority and financial assets of British India and he
is the only person who is at least as much responsible to the Parliament for the good
administration of India, as the Indian Princes are to their God or their suzerain if
they acknowledge any God or suzerain over them. In fact the British Government
relies on this very theory of representation at the League of Nations and other
Conferences held thereunder. But people in British India have never accepted this
theory without demur, and they expect the time soon to come when those who may
go to represent India at the League and these Conferences, may have more real and
popular credentials than at present.

Further, the procedure which will probably be followed in constituting the personnel
of the Round Table Conference shows that the British Government recognise the
inevitable duality of representative character in this matter ; for no secret is made
of the fact that representatives of the people as such as distinguished from the
representatives of the Government, will be invited to attend the Conference for
common consultation. And if in relation to the British Government there can be
this distinction between official and non-official representatives, then why cannot a
similar distinction be valid and be observed as between official and popular represen-
tatives of the Indian Slates who attend the Conference ? After all, even as represen-
tatives of the Indian States' subjects, only prominent or distinguished individuals
would naturally be invited to fill the two or three places that could be reserved
for them as there would be a natural limit to the number of delegates attending the
Conference. And even these few representatives may be selected from the people,
who are well known for their interest in the affairs of the Indian States and yet may
not dirretly be the subjects of any of the Indian Princes. There would thus be no
injury to the pride and dignity of any of the Princes who would attend the Conference.

The Wadhwan State People's Conference

Mr. ManilaHCothari in the course of his presidential address at the Wadhwan State
People's Conference on the I4th December said that the "unrestricted autocracy"
prevailing at present in the Indian States was an anomaly and an anachronism, A
claim had been advanced on behalf of the Indian States that they were self-governing.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Continuing, he said : We demand that afi
this should be changed. In the States of the future, there will be room only for such
Princes as are ready to devote themselves to public welfare.

Continuing, the President said that it was a pity  that their representatives had
been excluded from the proposed Round-Table Conference with the ^result that
injustice had been done to more than a fifth of the people of India ^ who lived in th
States and who did not concede the Rulers' claim to represent their interests

Referring to the Wadhwan State, the President said that the system prevalent was
a pure autocracy and there was not a single representative institution in the State. The
members of the Wadhwan Municipality were all nominated by the State. There
were no village panchayats. Patels too were appointed by the State. It was nigli
time the State gave the public a voice in the administration.

The cultivators were very badly off and sunk in debt and therefore the 25^per cent
enhancement in revenue which was imposed a few years ago should be withdrawn.
Revision settlements should take place only after a period of say 30 years and not

irregularly as now.

The real field of work lay within the States and their workers therefore should
post themselves in the villages wherever they were allowed to do so, amfwork for
khadi, boycott of foreign cloth, elevation of the depressed classes, jKotabitioQ ;and
village reconstruction. Reform should come from within, and not by inviting the aia
of the British Government.